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with various decorations, and worshipped with offerings
of cocoanuts and flowers. The symbolism is obscure.
The name is also applied to a small stone set up at
the entrance to a village, which, according: to a writer in
the Indian Interpreter^ who reviewed the first edition
of this book in the January number, 1917, "is said to
represent all the other Nads which are comprised in
the particular district to which that place belongs/1
and is worshipped on the occasion of a marriage. The
reviewer thinks that "it is evident that it points back
to a time when people were not so numerous or so
widely separated, and when all could come to the
marriage festivities/' and that u when that time passed
some means had to be found for the representation of
the others M; for this purpose a stone was erected to
symbolize the clan and worship offered to it. It is
probable, however, that the stone placed at the entrance
of Tamil villages is akin to the Boddu-rayee^ or navel-
stone, set up at the foundation of a village in the Telugu
country, as described below on page 60, which probably
represents, like the boundary-stone, the spirit of the
land on which the village is built.
The Nattan Kal set up for the wedding-booth may,
in the same way, represent the spirit who presides
over the procreation of children, and may possibly be a
phallic emblem, like the lingam of Siva.
Why stones or posts should in this way represent
spirits it is difficult to explain. I have given below on
page 148 what seems to me a possible explanation. But
it must be admitted that all explanations can only be
regarded as more or less probable hypotheses.
The shrines and images of Kogillu, a village in the
Mysore country not far from Bangalore, are typical of
that part of the country. At the extreme entrance to
the village, near a tank, stands a small shrine of stone
and mud sacred to the goddess Pujamma (she who is
worshipped). On the stone door-posts are carved
figures of serpents. Within the shrine there is no
image of any kind, but on the left-hand side of the door
is a platform, covered with garlands of white flowers,